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BSAS NEWS RELEASE

New President Calls for Greater UK Research Support

2 April 07

Prof Geoff Simm of SAC was elected President of the British Society of Animal Science (BSAS) at the Society’s Annual Conference in Southport this week. 

Speaking at the Conference, he said:  “Global demand for livestock products is expected to double during the first half of this century, as a result of the growing human population, and its growing affluence. Over the same period, we expect big changes in the climate globally. This will create immense pressure on the planet’s resources. We need high quality science to help meet rising demand for livestock products in an environmentally and socially responsible way.“

“Animal science makes a major contribution to UK agriculture and society, producing impressive returns on investment. Science-based methods for selective breeding, livestock feeding and grazing management, and meat processing are worth hundreds of millions of £ annually to UK livestock industries and retailers, and help deliver high quality produce that consumers demand. Likewise, animal science has contributed greatly to our understanding of animal welfare and routes to improve it, and of the environmental impacts of livestock production. “

“However, the funding of animal science in the UK – both by government and industry - is under immense pressure. It is vital that we maintain the depth and breadth of UK animal science, which BSAS has helped to nurture, to meet the future challenges of mitigating climate change and adapting to it, and of feeding a growing human population in a sustainable way.”

    ends

For further information contact Prof Simm on 0131 535 3206 or geoff.simm@sac.ac.uk

Or Dr Janice Harland, BSAS Press Officer, 01285 850661

Authors Note

Prof Geoff Simm currently leads the Sustainable Livestock Systems Research Group  at SAC, Edinburgh.

He has worked in R&D, consultancy and education on sustainable livestock breeding programmes for 24 years. Much of his own research has been on genetic improvement of carcass quality in sheep and beef cattle. He is the author or co-author of over 300 scientific and technical publications, including a book on genetic improvement of cattle and sheep. 

He is a member of numerous scientific and industry technical committees, including the LINK Sustainable Livestock Production Programme Management Committee, and recently chaired the National Steering Committee on Farm Animal Genetic Resources. 

He is a past recipient of The Research Medal of the Royal Agricultural Society of England (1996); The Sir John Hammond Memorial Prize of BSAS (1997); The George Hedley Memorial Award of the National Sheep Association (1998). He is an Associate of the Royal Agricultural Societies (2003)

