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Nigel Scollan receives top Award

Professor Nigel Scollan is this year's winner of the prestigious British Society of Animal Science (BSAS), thirty-fourth Sir John Hammond Memorial Prize for outstanding contribution to animal science.

The citation for the award recognised the outstanding contribution that Dr Scollan has made to research Animal Science, particularly on the development of concepts in relation to environmental impact and product quality of pastoral beef farming systems and your influence on the future agenda of sustainable animal agriculture.
The insights gained through this work have relevance to both the scientific community and practical application for the livestock industries.  Research on beef systems has resulted in an integrated approach that can minimise environmental impact, while improving the resulting product quality leading to beef with a healthier nutrient profile.  

For the beef industry, research led by Professor Scollan has provided the vital information on which to enhance the nutritive value of beef and beef products providing opportunities for product differentiation and adding-value across the beef food chain.

In accepting the award, Professor Scollan stressed the importance of applied livestock production research within integrated research programmes for environmental and sustainable outcomes.  “This approach ensures that:

· research is more likely to lead to practical systems suitable for adoption by the industry;  

· applied livestock scientists are well placed to bring fundamental basic research findings together and apply the knowledge to address industry issues;

· livestock scientists are experienced in communicating with a wide range of stakeholders.”  

Nigel Scollan is the Team Leader of Plant, Animal and Microbial Science and heads the Nutrition and Microbiology team at IGER, Aberystwyth. He, is a graduate of Edinburgh University, and undertook his postgraduate studies at University of Guelph, Canada. 


Professor Scollan’s current research interests are primarily related to designing improved feed systems for beef cattle, which will enhance not only the eating quality of the resultant meat but also improve the sustainability and efficiency of the beef production systems.

Professor Scollan paid tribute to the team at the IGER, Aberystwyth, in particular to team colleagues in Nutrition and Microbiology and to colleagues with whom he actively collaborates in a number of research organisations across the UK and further afield. 

He also acknowledged funding support for his research from BBSRC and DEFRA, European Union and industry including the Meat and Livestock Commission Devolved Bodies, EBLEX, QMS and HCC
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Picture available from BSAS office:
CAPTION:  Dr Scollan receiving Sir John Hammond Memorial Award from BSAS President Prof Peter Buttery.

