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Livestock research vital to living with climate change

Substantial investment in animal science is needed to develop livestock systems that minimise greenhouse gas emissions, and are adapted to global climate change, while contributing more efficiently to growing global food needs.
“It is vital that we base future advice on living with climate change, on real data about livestock systems globally, including measuring emissions, rather than relying solely on predictions” according to Professor Geoff Simm of the British Society of Animal Science (BSAS).  
“It is also vital that we consider these issues in the wider global context of cost and access to food, other environmental impacts, food versus fuel, and international development”, according to Simm. “This means much more joint working between livestock, plant and soil scientists, economists and sociologists to tackle these major global issues.” 
These were the key recommendations following an international conference in Tunisia, organised by BSAS, the French National Research Institute (INRA), the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas, the Tunisian Ministries of Agriculture and Environment, and many other international partners and sponsors.
Livestock are hugely important globally, occupying 70% of agricultural land, and 30% of the ice-free land surface of the planet!
 Livestock production is responsible for 40% of global agricultural GDP, is central to the livelihoods of some of the world’s poorest people, and is both a contributor to global environmental problems, and part of the solution.

The conference had over 70 papers presented (invited talks, offered oral and poster presentations) and attracted 130 delegates from 36 countries and from 6 continents, confirming the global timeliness and importance of the subject.
Ends

Notes :  1. The British Society of Animal Science works to enhance the understanding of animal sciences and to promote their integration into economic and ethical systems.  It is committed to improving the productivity and welfare of farm animals and the quality and safety of food, whilst protecting the environment.  The BSAS has around 1,000 members from research, education, advisory work, industry and farming backgrounds with a wide range of interests. 

For further information and photos contact: Mike Steele, t: 0131 445 4508, m:. 
e: bsas@sac.ac.uk; Or Professor Geoff Simm, t: 0131 535 3206.
�  FAO (2007). Livestock’s Long Shadow. Environmental issues and options. Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations.
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