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News Release

26 February 2008

Benefits of Animal Science Highlighted at Holyrood Reception
The importance of improved investment in animal science has been stressed by Professor Geoff Simm, President of the British Society of Animal Science (BSAS). 
Speaking at a reception at Holyrood in Edinburgh on Tuesday 26 February he showcased some examples of the contribution that animal science has made globally and nationally in translating developments in biological science into practical benefits for animals, producers, consumers and the environment. And he stressed how new work is needed to meet challenges such as sustaining our rural economy, feeding a growing world population and adapting to global climate change.

He also pointed out that animal science is under threat in Scotland – while Scottish Government funding has remained level, funding from Defra has declined by about 20 per cent over the last decade, funding from the red meat levy has declined by around 30 per cent over the same period and funding from the milk levy has declined by about 80 per cent in the last 5 years. Funding of animal science is well short of the EU target for overall research funding of approaching 3% of GDP by 2010.
Achievements highlighted include:

· Design and implementation of selective breeding programmes for cattle, sheep and pigs that add hundreds of millions of £ in value to the food supply chain each year, deliver products in tune with market demand and improve animal health

· Blueprints for producing high meat eating quality 

· Knowledge and tools for assessing and improving animal welfare

· Knowledge and tools that allow livestock farmers to manage the upland and hill pastures of the UK to meet production and environmental objectives.

· Developing and testing feedstuffs for livestock that improve performance and reduce waste

Professor Simm, a world-renowned sheep geneticist, said: “British animal science has achieved a great deal and we believe we need good animal science now more than ever. 

“Global climate change is expected to reduce food production capability in many parts of the world – a particularly serious issue in the context of the growing global human population, and the expected doubling of global demand for livestock products in the first half of this century. 

“However, agricultural productivity in Northern Europe is expected to be less affected by climate change, and may actually increase in places. These changes should increase the comparative advantage of livestock industries that produce a high quality product from land that is unsuitable for growing human food directly. 

“While not wishing to diminish the livestock industry’s current problems, this scenario creates both a tremendous need and a great commercial opportunity for the sector in the medium term. We need to ensure we still have the industry capability, and the science capability, to rise to these challenges.

“Science has a great deal to offer in improving the reliability of our prediction of climate change, understanding how this will affect our agriculture, and helping us to develop systems that cope with these changes while delivering quality products that respect the environment and animal welfare.

“We were delighted to read the recent discussion paper from the Scottish Government on The Future for Food in Scotland, and we look forward to playing our part in delivering animal science that helps make Scotland wealthier and fairer, smarter, healthier and greener.”

The reception was organised by the British Society of Animal Science (BSAS). Britain’s top animal scientists got together with politicians, representatives of research funding bodies and the food and livestock industries. Hosted by John Scott MSP, this was the first of a series of similar events which are to be held later in the year at Westminster and in 2009 in Cardiff and Belfast to raise awareness of the returns that animal science delivers on the investment of taxpayers’ and industry funds.

Ends

Notes :  1. The British Society of Animal Science works to enhance the understanding of animal sciences and to promote their integration into economic and ethical systems.  It is committed to improving the productivity and welfare of farm animals and the quality and safety of food, whilst protecting the environment.  The BSAS has around 1,000 members from research, education, advisory work, industry and farming backgrounds with a wide range of interests. 

2.  Examples of the successes achieved by animal science are attached.

3. A photograph of Professor Simm is available from Maria Limonci.
For further information contact: Maria Limonci, Maria Limonci Public Relations, t: 01560 482 683, m: 07753 163186. Or Professor Geoff Simm, t: 0131 535 3206.
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