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BSAS NEWS RELEASE




28 March 06

Alistair Carson receives top Award

Dr Alistair Carson is this year's winner of the prestigious British Society of Animal Science (BSAS), Sir John Hammond Memorial Award for outstanding contribution to animal science.

The citation for the award recognised the contribution that Alistair has made to research in Animal Science, in particular his outstanding contribution to the development of sustainable sheep and dairy heifer rearing systems through underpinning applied research programmes, undertaken in partnership with the 

agricultural industry.

The insights gained through this work have relevance to both the scientific community and practical application for the livestock industries.  Research on heifer rearing has resulted in the development of improved feeding and management regimes for dairy herd replacements, leading to improved lifetime performance and welfare.  

For the sheep industry, research led by Dr Carson has provided the hill sheep sector with vital information on which to base breeding decisions.  Ongoing work for the lowland sheep sector is developing the components for lower labour input ‘easier-care’ management systems.  

Alistair Carson has been responsible for developing successful applied on-farm research programmes complemented by strategic research programmes undertaken at the Agricultural Research Institute of Northern Ireland (ARINI), Hillsborough.        

In accepting the award, Dr Carson stressed the central role of applied livestock production research within integrated research programmes for sustainability.  “This approach ensures that:

· research is more likely to lead to practical systems suitable for adoption by the industry;  

· applied livestock scientists are well placed to bring fundamental basic research findings together and apply the knowledge to address industry issues;

· livestock scientists are experienced in communicating with a wide range of stakeholders.”  

Dr Carson, is a graduate of Queen’s University Belfast, where he also undertook his postgraduate studies.  He is currently based at ARINI where he leads research on sustainable sheep and dairy heifer systems and also heads-up a new team on livestock genetics. 

Dr Carson’s current research interests in livestock genetics are focussed on the sheep sector, examining options for improving the breeding structure of the sheep industry.  Particular emphasis is being placed on ease of lambing and lamb survival traits for sustainable sheep systems.  Effective technology transfer continues to remain a priority with a future research programme planned to underpin improved knowledge transfer in the area of rearing systems for dairy herd replacements.     

Dr Carson paid tribute to the team at the ARINI, Hillsborough, in particular to former Director, Prof Fred Gordon and current Acting Director, Prof Sinclair Mayne.  He also acknowledged funding support for his research from both the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development for Northern Ireland and AgriSearch (farmer levy funding for research).  In April, ARINI will be joining with DARD Science Service to form the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute.
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Dr Alistair Carson receiving Sir John Hammond Memorial Award from BSAS President Prof John MacRae.

